Bacillus anthracis: interactions with the host and establishment of inhalational anthrax.
Due to its potential as a bioweapon, Bacillus anthracis has received a great deal of attention in recent years, and a significant effort has been devoted to understanding how this organism causes anthrax. There has been a particular focus on the inhalational form of the disease, and studies over the past several years have painted an increasingly complex picture of how B. anthracis enters the mammalian host, survives the host's defense mechanisms, disseminates throughout the body and causes death. This article reviews recent advances in these areas, with a focus on how the bacterium interacts with its host in establishing infection and causing anthrax.